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In fact, aircraft in flight are the only means of directly observing cloud tops, icing, and turbulence. Pilots, as 
well as controllers, welcome Pilot Weather Reports (PIREPs) because they inform pilots of weather where 
there are no weather reporting stations. 
 
As a controller, you will be handling PIREPs, whether solicited or volunteered, on a daily basis. PIREPs are a 
valuable source of information to the Air Traffic Service. You must be able to decode and process them 
properly and in a timely manner to be of use to the pilot. 
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Example: /TB MOD (Moderate turbulence) 
 
/TB EXTRM CAT (Extreme Clear Air Turbulence) 
 
/TB LGT-MOD 040-085 (Light to moderate turbulence between four thousand and eight thousand five 
hundred)  
 
/TB INTMT LGT CHOP (Intermittent light chop)  
 
References: 

• JO 7110.10, Chap. 9  
• AIM, Chap. 7 
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Example: /IC SEV CLR 035-062 (Severe clear icing between three thousand five hundred and six thousand 
two hundred) 
 

• A hyphen is used to separate reported layers of icing. 
• ABV or BLO is used when a layer is not defined. 

 
When icing is reported, always report temperature in the /TA Text Element Indicator (TEI). 
 
References: 

• JO 7110.10, Chap. 9  
• AIM, Chap. 7 
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