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Just as knowing the location of other aircraft is important, knowing the weather, which affects your traffic, is 
equally important. 
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• The “Body” consists of a maximum of 11 groups:  
 Type of Report 
 Station Identifier 
 Date and Time of Report 
 Report Modifier 
 Wind Group 
 Visibility Group 
 Runway Visual Range (RVR) Group 
 Present Weather Group 
 Sky Condition Group 
 Temperature/Dew Point Group 
 Altimeter 

• The “Remarks” section consists of two categories:  
 Automated, Manual, and Plain Language 
 Additive and Maintenance data 

• When an element does not occur or cannot be observed, the corresponding group is omitted from that 
particular report. 

 
References:  

• AC 00-45, sec. 3 
• FMH1, Chap. 2, 12 
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Ceiling is the lowest layer aloft reported as broken or overcast, or the vertical visibility into an indefinite 
ceiling. 
 
Indefinite ceiling is the ceiling classification applied when the reported ceiling value represents the vertical 
visibility upward into a surface-based obscuration. 
 
References: 
 

• AC 00-45, sec. 3 
• FMH1, App. A 
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Remarks fall into two categories: 
 

• Automated, Manual, and Plain Language 
and 

• Additive and Automated Maintenance Data 
 
NOTE: Plain language remarks are only provided from manual stations. 
 
Time entries for remarks are generally coded in minutes past the hour if the phenomenon occurs during the 
same hour the observation was taken. 

• Hours and minutes are coded if the hour is different. 
 
DSNT indicates weather phenomena beyond 10 statute miles of the point(s) of observation. 
 
References: 
 

• AC 00-45, sec. 3 
• FMH1, Chap. 12.7, App. A 
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The Funnel Cloud remark format is: 
 

• Tornadic activity – Either TORNADO, FUNNEL CLOUD, or WATERSPOUT 
• B - Denotes the beginning; E denotes ending 
• 2159 - Followed by the time of occurrence (UTC)  
 Only the minutes are required if the hour can be inferred from the report time. 

 
• 1/4NW - Followed by the location and/or direction of the phenomena from the station 
• NE - Followed by the movement, if known 

 
References: 
 

• AC 00-45, sec. 3 
• FMH1, Chap. 12, App. A 
• JO 7110.10, Chap. 2, 13 
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