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Much like for automobile traffic, specialized procedures have been developed to organize and expedite the 
flow of aircraft into and out of Terminal areas. These complicated and intricate procedures have been encoded 
on: 
 

• Standard Instrument Departure (SID) Charts 
• Standard Terminal Arrival (STAR) Charts 

 
U.S. Terminal Procedures Publications provide the IFR pilot with safe and expeditious transitions between the 
Terminal and En Route environments. They contain: 
 

1. Departure procedures that guide aircraft from takeoff to the En Route phase of flight (SIDs) 
2. Arrival procedures which provide an orderly arrival leading to the approach phase (STARs) 
3. The approach which leads the aircraft to the landing runway (IAPs) 

 
Each one of these enables the controller to provide one concise, coded clearance that conveys several intricate 
and critical pieces of information to the pilot. 
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Vector SID 
 
Used in congested areas where traffic volume is the main factor 
 

• Terrain may also be a factor. 
 
Extremely efficient 
 

• One Vector SID serves the airport. 
• Altitude restrictions remain constant. 
• Allows for changing the aircraft’s assigned heading to adapt the same SID to each aircraft’s specific 

flight plan and also compensates for different runway usage. 
 
References: 

• U.S. Terminal Procedures Chart EC, Vol. 3 
• FAA-H-8261-1, Chap. 2  
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Margin Information 
 
SID and name are depicted in the upper and lower margin as follows: 
 

• Full name of SID and computer entry coding 
• Airport name 
• City 

 
Side margins show volume identifier and chart effective dates. 
 
References:  

• U.S. Terminal Procedures Charts EC, Vol. 3 
• U.S. Terminal Procedures Charts EC, SW, Vol. 1 
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Planview 
 
The Planview (graphic) contains many symbols, which have already been studied, including: 

• Airport runways 
• Navigational aids such as VORs, VORTACs, and intersections 
• Primary NAVAID boxes:  
•  
 NAVAID name, frequency, and identifier 
 Morse Code Identifier 
 Channel number 
 Coordinates 
 Associated low and high altitude en route charts 

 
Reference: U.S. Terminal Procedures Chart SW, Vol. 1 
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A pilot is expected to advise ATC: 
 

• If they cannot comply with a SID 
• If they do not possess SID charts 

or 
• If they simply do not wish to fly a SID 

 
Although it is not required, pilots are encouraged to include the phrase, “No SID,” in the remarks portion of 
their flight plan. 
 

• The flight progress strip will reflect this decision. 
 
When a pilot indicates they will not accept a SID, clear the aircraft via the filed route to the extent possible, or 
via a Preferential Departure Route (PDR). 
 
NOTE: Preferential Departure Route (PDR): A specific departure route from an airport or Terminal area to 
an En Route point where there is no further need for flow control. 
 
Reference: FAA-H-8261-1, Chap 2 
 
 
 



Federal Aviation Administration  Air Traffic Basics 

50043/50143-LP19_v1  Page 26 of 33 

 
 
STARs are similar to SIDs, but are for arrival aircraft, providing guidance to an outer fix or an instrument 
approach fix in the Terminal area. 
 
STARs may serve several airports. 
 
Use of a STAR requires pilot possession of the approved chart. 
 
References: 

• U.S. Terminal Procedures Chart EC, Vol. 3 
• FAA-H-8261-1  
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Variables in determining which STAR will be assigned: 
 

• Traffic density 
• Active runway(s) 
• Direction from which the aircraft is approaching the airport 
• Weather phenomena, such as thunderstorms  
 In your airspace 
 In other Center’s airspace  

 
Terminal controllers may occasionally issue a specific STAR to an arriving IFR aircraft, but not often. 
 
En Route controllers often issue STARs to aircraft during the en route segment of their flight. 
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Although it is not required, pilots are encouraged to include the phrase “No STAR” on their flight plan if they 
do not wish to be issued a Standard Terminal Arrival Route. 
 

• The flight progress strip will reflect this decision. 
 
Reference: FAA-H-8261-1, Chap. 4  
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