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IFR charts do not depict the terrain features, which can be seen outside the window. An IFR pilot needs to 
know a totally new set of symbols, which are used for navigating without any visual reference to landmarks on 
the ground. 
 
 IFR charts present the pilot with graphic and numerical data, which guide the aircraft safely to its destination 
solely by reference to instruments. As a controller, having thorough knowledge of the IFR charts a pilot uses is 
important because the information contained on them tells you exactly what you can expect a pilot to do. 
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