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The pilot had carefully planned the trip and called the Flight Service Station just before departure for 
a complete preflight weather briefing. Since they were scheduled to arrive after sunset, the pilot asked 
the briefer to confirm that the runway lights were operational.  
 
The briefer reviewed the Notices to Airmen (NOTAMs) for the airport and did not see any reference 
to the runway lights being out of service. However, an unlighted construction crane was located near 
the approach path to the runway, and this item was never entered into the NOTAM system.  
 
Upon arrival at the destination, the aircraft hit the unlighted obstruction just short of the runway and 
all aboard were killed. 
 
Prompt information to the flying community is important. This information aids the pilot in deciding 
whether to fly or not. 
 
NOTAMs keep the controller informed as to what is affecting his or her work environment. Are there 
any runways closed? Are all the Navigational Aids (NAVAIDs) working? 
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Airmen’s information is disseminated by the following methods: 

• Aeronautical charts:  
 IFR charts such as:  
 En Route High Altitude Charts 
 En Route Low Altitude Charts 

 
 VFR charts such as: 

Sectional Aeronautical Charts 
Terminal Area Charts (TACs) 
World Aeronautical Charts (WACs) 

• Flight Information Publications in book form, known as “FLIPs”:  
 Notices to Airmen Publication (NTAP) 
 Airport/Facility Directory (AFD) 
 U.S. Terminal Procedures (TERPs) 
 Aeronautical Information Manual (AIM) 

 
Reference: JO 7930.2, Chap. 2 
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