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You must have a thorough understanding of the airport markings and lighting systems, which ensure the safe 
and orderly movement of aircraft on the airport, to issue control instructions. 
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• Taxiways not visible from the tower 
• Apron (ramp) areas used for:  
 Loading and unloading passengers or cargo 
 Parking 
 Refueling 
 Maintenance 
 With regard to seaplanes, a ramp is used for access to the apron from the water. 

 
Reference: JO 7110.65, Pilot/Controller Glossary 
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Runway shoulder markings may supplement the runway side stripes. 
 

• Identify pavement areas adjacent to the runway sides that are not intended for use by aircraft. 
 Shoulder stripes are yellow. 
 They are at 45-degree angles to the runway. 

 
NOTE: Some markings, such as shoulder markings, are not used at all airports. 
 
Reference: AIM Chap. 2 
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The portion of the runway that extends from the beginning of the runway to the displaced threshold is not 
available for landing, termed the non-landing portion. It is available for: 
 

• Takeoffs in either direction 
• Landing rollouts from the opposite direction 

 
Displaced threshold markings are on the non-landing portion of the runway. 
 

• A 10-foot wide white threshold bar is positioned perpendicular to the centerline across the width of 
runway at the point of displacement. 

• Four white arrowheads with uniform spacing are located adjacent to the threshold bar, pointing in the 
direction of landing. 

• White arrows are located along the centerline in the area between the beginning of the runway and the 
displaced threshold. 

• Yellow taxiway centerline markings may extend into the displaced area. 
 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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• The threshold may be relocated due to construction, maintenance, or other activities. 
• Normally a Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) is issued by the airport operator as to the duration of the 

relocation.  
 Closing can vary from a few hours to several months. 

 
Runway markings used to identify the relocated thresholds vary. 
 

• One common practice is to use a 10-foot wide white threshold bar across the width of the runway. 
• Runway lights between the old threshold and relocated threshold will not be illuminated. 
• Runway markings may or may not be obliterated, removed, or covered. 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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• During temporary closings:  
 Yellow crosses are placed only at each end of the runway. 
 A raised lighted yellow cross may be placed on each runway end. 

 
• Temporarily closed taxiways are usually treated as hazardous areas:  
 No aircraft may enter. 
 The taxiway is blocked with barricades. 
 As an alternative to barricades, a yellow cross may be installed at each entrance to the taxiway. 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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• Distance remaining signs may be installed along one or both sides of the runway. 
• They display distance remaining in numbers in thousands of feet. 
• They are marked by a black background with white numerals. 
• The last sign, with the numeral “1,” is placed at least 950 feet from the runway end. 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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• The surface painted holding position sign is an example of a mandatory instruction sign.  
 They have a red background with white text. 
 The one in this graphic indicates that the aircraft shall hold short of Runway 9.  

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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• Taxiway location signs indicate which taxiway the aircraft is on.  
 They are marked by a black background with a yellow inscription and a yellow border. 

 
• Taxiway direction signs indicate the direction the aircraft must turn in order to get to the desired 

taxiway.  
 They are marked by a yellow background with a black inscription. 
 They always have an arrow. 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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The rotating beacon is turned on at night or during restricted weather conditions. 
 

• Operation of the rotating beacon during the day often indicates that the surface visibility is less than 3 
statute miles and/or the ceiling is less than 1,000 feet. 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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Threshold lights marking the ends of the runway emit: 
 

• Red light toward the runway to indicate the end of the runway 
• Green light outward from the runway to indicate the landing threshold 

 
Reference: AIM, Chap. 2 
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